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up	till	now	has	been	lacking.	In	presenting	her	case	for	an	additional	“tax	residency	box”	on	proper-ty	 tax	 forms,	British	Columbia	Premier	Christy	Clark	 (2016)	 specifically	 referenced	 a	position	on	“foreign	buyers”	with	the	following:	“If	there’s	more	information	that	we	should	be	collecting	that	will	be	helpful	to	the	federal	government	in	policing	money	laundering,	we	are	going	to	find	a	way	to	do	that.”		Of	particular	concern	is	the	role	of	the	government	in	addressing	the	housing	crisis,	especially	in	terms	of	the	 limited	scope	of	 its	 investigation	and	response.	 In	a	 July	2016	article	 in	the	Province,	Christy	Clark's	cautious	statement,	“There	is	evidence	now	that	suggests	that	very	wealthy	foreign	buyers	have	raised	the	price,	the	overall	price	of	housing	for	people	in	British	Columbia,”	suggests	forced	 acknowledgement.	 In	 contrasting	 “wealthy	 foreign	buyers”	with	 the	 “people	 in	British	Co-lumbia,”	she	leaves	little	room	for	the	recently	immigrated	or	those	with	the	intention	of	immigrat-ing.		
	




the	Philippines).	To	save	paperwork	in	my	“home”	country,	I	eventually	changed	my	status	to	“Ca-nadian	non-resident”	and	was	then	confounded	by	the	amount	of	paperwork	it	took	to	reinstate	my	status	in	my	“country	of	origin.”		I	do	not	disagree	that	the	identity	of	the	researcher	is	crucial	to	the	research	process.	However,	on	the	question	of	“which	culture”	I	would	like	to	offer	one	raised	eyebrow	and	the	comment,	“It’s	not	 that	 simple.”	Which	 culture	 should	 I	mobilize	when	 I	 construct	 the	 boundaries	 of	my	 research	
about	the	effects	of	transnationalism	on	the	idea	of	home?	In	my	life,	I	have	chosen	to	negotiate	these	terms	according	to	the	situation.	In	my	case,	this	of-ten	involved	an	encounter	between	the	East	and	nearer-East	or	Southeast	and	north	of	Southeast.	I	have	been	perceived	as	white	in	some	barangays	of	Manila,	where	children	approached	me	to	touch	my	relatively	pale	skin.	When	I	lived	in	Tokyo,	it	was	natural	for	my	Japanese	co-workers	to	assume	I	 was	 a	 zainichi	kankoku-jin	 (an	 ethnic	 Korean	 with	 permanent	 residency	 in	 Japan)	 because	 the	character	of	my	 last	name	(韩)	means	“Korean."	Touring	parts	of	China	and	Southeast	Asia,	 I	was	perplexed	to	find	myself	referred	to	as	a	haigui,	a	Chinese	returnee	now	Westernized	by	my	years	“abroad."	My	point	 is	that	as	someone	with	roots	 in	many	places,	 I	have	a	somewhat	flexible	attitude	to-wards	racial	and	ethnic	categories.	If	I	identify	with	any	particular	group	on	the	issue	I	address	in	my	research,	 it	 is	 simply	 that	of	 the	 “minor	 transnational,”	meaning	someone	engaged	in	a	specific	




gration,	and	what	it	means	for	that	process	when	we	use	categories	like	home,	investment	or	asset,	and	homeowner,	 investor	or	foreign	buyer	to	describe	it.	What	happens	to	public	discourse	when	we	make	race	into	an	issue	or	take	it	out	of	the	issue?	What	permissions	do	we	give	to	our	govern-ments	 through	 these	word	games?	More	 importantly,	how	are	the	wearers	of	these	labels	supposed	
to	work	with,	through	or	beyond	them	as	they	 locate	the	 idea	of	home	in	their	transnational	experi-
ence?		
Bounding	My	Knowledge	Sphere		I	 like	 to	 think	 that	 the	boundaries	 I	have	assigned	 to	my	knowledge	enterprise	have	been	placed	there	 by	 universal	 concerns,	 mostly	 involving	 questions	 related	 to	 the	 interconnectivity	 of	 the	world	we	live	in.	Kishore	Mahbuban	(2012)	describes	this	interconnectivity	as	one	that	is	currently	expanding	our	“moral	compasses...	beyond	national	borders”	at	 the	same	time	as	 it	 is	challenging	our	historicized	and	structured	categories	or	race	and	ethnicity.		I	 say	historicized	because	 these	 categories	 are	 largely	 (re)produced	by	what	Kuan-hsing	Chen	(2010)	refers	to	as	“the	historical	processes	of	imperialization,	colonization,	and	the	Cold	War	[that]	have	become	mutually	entangled	structures,	[and]	which	have	shaped	and	conditioned	both	intel-lectual	 and	 popular	 knowledge	 production.”	 Chen	 expands	 upon	 this	 concept	 in	 his	 book	Asia	as	
Method:	Towards	Deimperialization,	which	once	again	brings	us	to	the	notion	of	the	“near”	and	the	“related.”	
Asia	as	Method	was	the	name	of	a	1960	lecture	by	Takeuchi	Yoshimi	in	which	an	alternate	model	for	discussions	of	the	modern	was	outlined:		 “It	is	important	in	analyzing	Japan	to	refer	to	the	United	States	and	Western	Europe,	for	they	represent	the	advanced	nations	of	modernization.	Nevertheless,	we	must	also	look	elsewhere.	In	studying	China,	for	example,	we	should	not	limit	ourselves	to	seeing	this	nation	only	vis-à-vis	the	West.	It	was	at	this	time	that	I	realized	the	importance	of	conceiving	of	modernization	on	the	basis	of	a	more	complex	framework	than	that	of	simple	binary	oppositions.”		(Yoshimi,	1960)	




and	tends	to	focus	on	transnational	flows	into	local	spaces	(both	social	and	physical).	The	removal	of	a	Western	“filter”	allows	the	researcher	to	engage	with	the	subject	in	a	process	that	acknowledg-es	“the	diverse	historical	experiences	and	rich	social	practices	of	Asia	…	to	provide	alternative	hori-zons	and	perspectives”	 to	 that	 found	 in	a	binary	East-West	opposition	(Chen,	2010).	 	At	 the	same	time,	the	shifting	dynamics	of	political	and	economic	entities	in	and	pan-Asian	region	require	con-tinual	enquiry	into	the	notion	of	“Asia.”	Asia	is	not	only	a	product	of	colonial,	imperial	history.	It	is	constantly	reinventing	itself	along	new	lines	of	relationality	(Chen,	2010;	Huang,	2011).	Thus	Asia	
as	Method	 serves	 as	 a	model	 for	 situating	 the	 subject	 among	 reference	 points	 that	 are	 the	 “most	near”	and	the	“most	related.”	For	in	comparing	societies	that	are	geographically	closer	or	share	sim-ilar	historical	experiences,	there	is	the	possibility	of	an	approach	that	seeks	out	commonalities	ra-ther	than	differences,	collaboration	in	collocation,	patterns	among	proximate	causes.	Asia	as	Method	and	the	concept	of	the	near	and	the	related	serve	as	models	for	my	understanding	of	transnational-ism	and	my	positionality	as	a	researcher.	Just	as	we	need	to	keep	a	critical	distance	from	“uninter-rogated	notions	of	Asia,”	(Chen,	2010)	a	researcher	in	the	transnational	field	should	maintain	a	crit-ical	 distance	 from	 uninterrogated	 notions	 of	 the	 nation-state	 and	 the	 agency	 of	 its	 citizens	 or	would-be	citizens.	Transnationalism	is	a	place	of	enquiry	where	the	line	of	relationality	can	be	de-scribed	as	a	flow	between	point	A	and	B,	 in	which	the	boundaries	of	a	nation-state	can	serve	as	a	floodgate.	But	 from	my	perspective	 it	 is	a	designated	space	 for	exchanges	of	human	and	 financial	capital	circumscribed	by	the	regulatory	controls	situated	at	points	A	and	B,	but	not	excluding	the	negotiated	spaces	in	between	or	the	nearby	spaces	(fields	both	social	and	physical).	This	last	point	has	been	critical	to	my	notion	of	home.		Traditionally,	“home,”	the	site	of	social	reproduction	for	the	family	would	be	at	a	fixed	point	but	as	we	have	seen	in	the	“flattened”	space	of	transnationalism,	there	is	no	fixed	point	except	for	the	reference	of	“away.”	Taking	a	utilitarian	view	of	things,	“home”	can	be	any	site	of	social	reproduc-tion	where	 the	 “meaning”	 of	 “home”	 becomes	 relevant.	 Therefore,	 in	 a	 globalized	 context	where	technology	has	compressed	time	and	space	 to	make	 it	possible	 to	“share”	across	borders,	 “home”	too	can	exist	beyond	the	boundaries	of	a	checkbox.	It	is	wherever	you	(re)create	meaningful	social	interactions.		






differentiated	 from	 “home	 ownership"	 in	 public	 debate	 on	 Vancouver's	 real	 estate	 market,	 so	 I	knew	that	I	wanted	to	explore	the	concept	of	“home”	from	a	sociological	perspective	that	took	into	account	 its	value	as	an	asset,	both	financially	and	as	a	symbol	of	class,	community	and	belonging.	Since	then,	my	research	has	 led	me	to	question	the	systematic,	scientific	approach	used	to	inform	the	debate	through	calls	for	data	and	a	rather	expensive	publicly-commissioned	study.	Now	in	the	process	of	drafting	my	final	extended	essay,	I	find	myself	recognizing	what	it	was	that	drew	me	to	these	topics	in	the	first	place:	a	sense	of	discomfort	with	the	assumptions	made	about	foreign	buy-ers,	objective	data,	and	 the	goal	of	private	home	ownership.	Many	of	 these	assumptions	revolved	around	questions	of	culture	and	identity.	Why,	for	instance,	should	the	private	home	be	seen	as	the	only	desired	form	of	housing	in	Western	society?	I	also	question	the	objective	ethos	of	data	as	given:	why	should	we	assume	that	information	presented	as	data	increases	our	objective	understanding	of	a	complex	issue?	While	I	do	not	explicitly	reference	Asia	as	Method	in	my	capstone	I	see	now	where	it	 has	 led	 me.	 Asia	 as	 Method	 serves	 as	 a	 reminder	 to	 myself	 to	 question	 the	 cultural	 roots	 of	knowledge	 production.	 In	 the	 same	 way	 that	 we	 can	 take	 an	 interdisciplinary	 approach	 in	 our	methodology,	 it	 should	 be	 possible	 to	 take	 an	 intercultural	 approach	 to	 our	 positionality	 as	 re-searchers.		
Notes		1. Notes	taken	as	an	audience	member	of	Chua	Beng	Huat’s	keynote	lecture	at	the	public	symposi-um,	“New	Directions	in	Transpacific	Cultural	Research.”	February	9,	2017.	SFU	Vancouver.	2. The	full	title	of	this	report	for	BTAworks	is	“Ownership	Patterns	of	Single	Family	Home	Sales	on	Selected	West	Side	Neighbourhoods	in	the	City	of	Vancouver:	A	Case	Study.”	Published	online	in	November	2015,	it	became	one	of	the	most	cited	sources	in	mainstream	media,	“proving”	over-whelming	foreign	ownership	of	Vancouver	property.		3. Donald	M.	Nonini	and	Aihwa	Ong	discuss	“Confucian	capitalism”	as	a	conflation	of	Confucian	eth-ics	 and	Asian	 economic	 success	 in	 their	 introduction	 to	Ungrounded	Empires.	While	 Confucian	capitalism	is	described	as	a	discursive	trope,	 it	 is	also	included	as	part	of	a	larger	discourse	on	what	constitutes	“Chineseness”	in	transnationalism	(Nononi,	Ong,	1997).			
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